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Fifteen Colombian law firms have formed a pro-bono foundation aimed at improving access to justice for the poor and under-represented communities.

The Fundación Pro Bono Colombia was launched in Bogotá on 13 May, with members of the New York Bar Association’s Cyrus Vance Centre travelling to Colombia to attend.

Enrique Alvarez of signatory firm Lloreda Camacho & Co Abogados, says, “The establishment of this foundation will allow law firms to combine their efforts, as well as to forge institutional alliances with law schools and social organisations, enabling the profession to achieve greater social impact.” 

“The foundation will enable pro bono activities to be managed efficiently, including the identification, screening, development, referral, monitoring and evaluation of projects," he adds.

Paula Samper-Salazar, who coordinates the pro bono work of another signatory firm, Gómez-Pinzón Zuleta Abogados SA, says that, while most firms in Colombia were doing pro bono work before the foundation’s launch it was often done in an uncoordinated manner. 

Now, she says, “we will be able to organise it, share best practices, record the hours spent on pro bono, promote pro bono in firms that had no such practice before, find a "common ground" on what work is considered pro bono and work which is not, as well as  recognise those who do it in an outstanding manner.”

Samper also helped to draft the Vance Centre's Pro Bono Declaration of the Americas, which commits signatories to undertaking a minimum of 20 hours of pro bono work per lawyer annually.

Over the next two months the foundation will work to promote its work, as well as the Declaration, in four Colombian cities – Medellín, Cali, Bucaramanga and Barranquilla – inviting lawyers outside Bogotá to become members of both. 

Antonia Stolper of Shearman & Sterling LLP, a member of the Cyrus Vance Centre’s delegation, says the foundation is, “a big step for the country, which has taken a leadership role in Latin America in the organisation of the legal profession to provide access to justice.”

The fifteen founder firms of the foundation are: Araújo Ibarra y Asociados, Baker & McKenzie (Colombia), Brigard & Urrutia Abogados, Cárdenas & Cárdenas, Cavelier Abogados, Contexto Legal, Gómez-Pinzón Zuleta Abogados SA, Holguín Neira & Pombo Abogados, Lewin & Wills Abogados, Lloreda Camacho & Co, Manrique & Asociados, Muñoz Tamayo & Asociados, Prieto & Carrizosa, Rodríguez Azuero, and Rodríguez & Cavelier.
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