Urgent call for pro- bono lawyers before the ECCC

In Cambodia the long delayed ECCC (Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia) are seeking for accountability concerning atrocities committed during the Khmer Rouge's 1975-79 rule, from which an estimated 1.7 million people died of starvation, disease, overwork, torture and execution. Five leaders of the Khmer Rouge regime are now in detention.  The investigation into the case against Kaing Khek Iev, better known as Duch, who oversaw the prison Tuol Sleng (S-21) will be soon finished/ will soon come to an end. The first trial may start in mid 2008. 

The ECCC is a UN backed hybrid court with international staff operating under national and international law. Cambodias criminal procedure code of 2007 which is similar to the French code, grants the victims the status of civil parties as in other civil law systems. The victims have similar rights to the other parties. At the present time, there are four people admitted as civil parties. They are represented by Cambodian lawyers. The demands of around 500 victims are not yet decided. It is expected that many more victims will apply for admittance as civil parties.

At the present, appeal hearings against the detention orders are taking place. 

Whereas the people charged have a defence team composed of national and international lawyers, the victims likewise should have international lawyers, to equip the civil parties legal representation with the same practical knowledge as that of the defence.

The criteria to be included in the list of Foreign Co-Lawyers are:

·         To be a current member, in good standing, of a recognised association of lawyers in a United Nations member state.

·         To have a degree in law, or an equivalent legal or professional qualification.

·         To have at least ten years of relevant working experience in criminal proceedings, as a lawyer, judge or prosecutor, or in some other capacity.

·         To have established competence in criminal law and procedure at the international or national level.

·         To be fluent in Khmer, French or English.

·         To be authorised by the Bar Council of the Kingdom of Cambodia to practise before the ECCC.

You can find the application form on the ECCC’s website: www.eccc.gov.kh

Unfortunately, the ECCC has not provided funds for the legal representation of victims. Up to now the few Cambodian lawyers are paid by NGOs. This is the first time in an internationalised court that victims are allowed to act as parties, with full procedural rights and not just as participants.  It will be a great opportunity to work in this quite new field and to develop victims’ rights on an international level. 

Therefore, I call on international lawyers to get involved and to support our Cambodian colleagues in their daily work. Because of the lack of funds international lawyers will have to work on a pro-bono basis. Additional funds by other donors are requested but are yet to be decided. 

For further information please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

Best regards

Silke Studzinsky

mail: sist@rajus.de or silke.studzinsky@ded-cambodia.org
