City Law School tutor awarded top pro bono prize

Hemma Ramrattan, pro bono coordinator at The City Law School, has been awarded the LawWorks Prize for the Best Contribution by an Individual to Pro Bono in 2008.

The award was presented to Hemma last night (19 June 2008) at a ceremony in Inner Temple.

Hemma was shortlisted for her work as a pro bono coordinator at the School, something which is supported by a long-term personal commitment to pro bono work.

Under Hemma’s leadership The City Law School’s pro bono unit became the first London law school to offer the National Centre for Domestic Violence McKenzie Friend Project and the Innocence Project, amongst other initiatives.

She runs the School’s pro bono unit alongside her full-time teaching and research commitments and regularly volunteers to improve the range of legal pro bono activities available to students and the local community. 

The City Law School is also the only law school to host an annual Pro Bono Fair, where partner organisations can come to the School during student induction and actively recruit students who wish to volunteer their skills amongst the community. 

Hemma said: “Pro bono work is so rewarding. It is especially inspiring to see our students apply their skills to help those in need. I hope that we can continue to increase the impact that a legal professionals can have, through the creation of supervised student projects, on local communities.”

For more information, please contact Beverley Alton in the City University London press office on 020 7040 8783 or at beverley.alton.1@city.ac.uk.

ENDS

Notes to editors

1. LawWorks is the operating name of the Solicitors Pro Bono Group (SPBG) - an independent charity with a mission to support, promote and encourage a commitment to pro bono across the solicitors' profession. LawWorks aims to increase the delivery of free legal advice to individuals and communities in need.

2. City University London is a principal provider of undergraduate, postgraduate, professional and vocational education in the United Kingdom. The University is committed to leading London in education, research and knowledge transfer for businesses and the professions and is renowned for its international focus and the employability of its graduates. 

The University teaches across a range of subjects in arts including journalism and music, informatics, social sciences, engineering and mathematical sciences, business, law, health and community sciences.

The University attracts over 23,000 students from 156 countries, while teaching staff are drawn from nearly 50 international locations, ensuring that the University has a truly international outlook. 

City University London was founded in 1894 as the Northampton Institute and was awarded full university status in 1966. Please see the following link for more information www.city.ac.uk 

