International Lawyers’ Delegation to Colombia 25 to 29 August 08  The “Caravana”

The conference is organised by ACADEUM (Asociacion Colombiana de Abogados Defensores de Derechos Humanos). It is called the “Caravana” as the delegation will make visits and meet people not only in Bogota but also in various regional centres. ACADEUM have called for 100 lawyers to participate from as many jurisdictions as possible. It is an opportunity for lawyers to investigate the situation of lawyers in Colombia and to identify ways in which the international legal community can support the legal community in Colombia.

	Objectives:

1.   To raise awareness in society in general in relation to the role of lawyers in the democratic justice system.

2.   To promote the right of lawyers not to be linked to the cases of those they defend or be persecuted for this reason. 

3.   To denounce the persecution of lawyers in Colombia and the human rights violations related to their professional work.

4.  To encourage legal actions and follow-up and observation strategies to the human rights situation of Colombian lawyers. 

5.  To obtain full guarantees from the National Government for the practice of the legal profession in the country.

6. To promote national recognition of the Human Rights Ombudsman’s Office (Defensoría Pública).

7.   To encourage national and international support for the work of lawyers in Colombia

8. To generate expressions of solidarity which translate into demands for the Colombian government to guarantee the practice of the profession and refrain from contributing further to the stigmatisation of lawyers. 

9.   To strengthen lawyers’ associations.

10. To strengthen the fight against impunity in cases of human rights violations against lawyers as well as against the victims that they represent. 

11. To contribute to the adherence to norms relating to the legal profession and especially to the work of human rights lawyers. 

12.  To contribute to the creation of an emergency and cooperation network to publicise and deal with situations where Colombian lawyers are at risk. 




PROPOSED PROGRAMME

Delegates will arrive in time for a welcoming event on Sunday 24th August in Bogota, with a presentation of the objectives of the “caravan”, followed by questions and discussion.

Day 1:  On Monday morning the delegates will meet with the lawyers of ACADEUM. There will be a screening of the film: “Sin abogados no hay justicia”,   and a discussion of the situation of Colombian lawyers. Documents in Spanish and English will be distributed. The ideas and experiences of the international delegates regarding the way in which the practice of the legal profession is defended and guaranteed in their  countries; their membership of professional safeguards, legal privilege, and protection of the lawyer in the practice of their profession will be discussed. In the afternoon there will be meetings and discussion with human rights, trade union and lawyers’ organisations.  

Days 2 and 3: On Tuesday morning the caravana delegates will begin their visits to the regions. Each group will be accompanied by at least one member of ACADEUM. The regions to be visited will be:  The Caribbean – Barranquilla; Arauca – Arauca; The West – Cali; the Coffee-Growing Region – Pereira; North-West – Cúcuta or Bucaramanga; Medellín

During their visits to the regions, delegates will meet with local lawyers and human rights NGO’s. The basic activities will be: 

a) Information meeting about regional problems and sharing of experiences with lawyers present – whether organised or not

b) Meeting with the same purpose with organisations of civil society, especially trade union and human rights organisations

c) Meeting with the authorities concerned with the lawyers’ situation: magistrates, mayor, governor, chief of police, Attorney-General’s Office (Procurador), etc.

Day 4: The visits will continue until Thursday morning when the delegates will return to Bogota by midday. There will then be a plenary session in the afternoon  when the delegates share their experiences of the regional visits.

Day 5: On Friday the delegates will make a series of official visits to:  Attorney General (Procurador General), Ombudsman (Defensor Del Pueblo), President or Vice-President of the Republic, Director of the Administrative Security Department (Departamento Administrativo de Seguridad), High Council of the Judiciary (Consejo Superior de la Judicatura), among others.The aim will be to obtain from the authorities (national as well as regional) their commitment to respect and protect the work of human rights lawyers and to highlight the situation of impunity in relation to the crimes against human rights lawyers. 

There will be a press conference on Friday morning about the findings of the delegation. In the afternoon there will be an evaluation of the central aspects of the caravana. The caravan ends on Friday evening with a farewell social event.

Contact: Courtenay.barklem@lawsociety.org.uk and copy sara.chandler@lawcol.co.uk
